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SIDNEY GORDIN: RUSSIAN AMERICAN CONSTRUCTIVIST
      [ 1 9 1 8 - 1 9 9 6 ]

ON EXHIBIT FEBRUARY 9 - APRIL 13, 2008

I n  1 9 1 5 ,  a r t i s t  V l a d i m i r  Ta t l i n  h e r a l d e d  t h e  b i r t h  

o f  t h e  C o n s t r u c t i v i s t  m o v e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  d e b u t  

o f  h i s  c o r n e r  c o u n t e r - r e l i e f s .  C o n s i d e r e d  t h e  

f a t h e r  o f  R u s s i a n  C o n s t r u c t i v i s m ,  Ta t l i n ,  a m o n g  

f e l l o w  a r t i s t s  s u c h  a s  E l  L i s s i t z k y  a n d  A l e k s a n d r   

R o d c h e n k o ,  p r o m o t e d  t h e  u s e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l -

r e l a t e d  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  s p a c e  i n  a r t .  B o r n  o n  

O c t o b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 1 8 — o n e  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  B o l s h e v i k  

R e v o l u t i o n  a n d  R u s s i a ’s  w i t h d r a w a l  f r o m  W o r l d  

W a r  I — i n  C h e l y a b i n s k ,  R u s s i a ,  S i d n e y  G o r d i n  

( n é  S h u r a   A l e k s a n d r  G o r d i n )  w o u l d  s o o n  p i c k  

u p  w h e r e  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s  l e f t  o f f .

A t  t h e  a g e  o f  4 ,  G o r d i n  c a m e  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  a n d  s e t t l e d  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  N e w  Yo r k  

C i t y .  W h i l e  a t t e n d i n g  B r o o k l y n  Te c h n i c a l  H i g h  

S c h o o l ,  h e  s t u d i e d  d r a f t s m a n s h i p  a n d  i r o n w o r k .  

U p o n  g r a d u a t i o n ,  h e  e n r o l l e d  a t  t h e  C o o p e r  

U n i o n ,  d e v o t i n g  h i s  c l a s s  s c h e d u l e  t o  c o u r s e s  

i n  d r a w i n g  a n d  p a i n t i n g .

W i t h  t h e  o n s e t  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  N e w  Yo r k  C i t y  

b e c a m e  a  h o t b e d  f o r  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a v a n t -

g a r d e ,  a l l o w i n g  f o r  a n  i n f l u x  o f  E u r o p e a n  

a e s t h e t i c  m o v e m e n t s .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  G o r d i n  

t u r n e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  C o n s t r u c t i v i s t  

a r t  o f  h i s  h o m e l a n d .  H e  c r e a t e d  g e o m e t r i c  

a b s t r a c t i o n s  t h a t  e x p l o r e d  t h e  a m b i g u o u s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  l i g h t  a n d  d e p t h ,  a n d  

r e c a l l e d  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e s i g n s  o f  Ta t l i n  

a n d  t h e  S u p r e m a t i s t  c o m p o s i t i o n s  o f  K a s i m i r  

M a l e v i c h .

B y  t h e  e n d  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  

a r t  w o r l d  s h i f t e d  f r o m  P a r i s  t o  N e w  Yo r k  a n d  

w i t h  i t  c a m e  t h e  r i s e  o f  A b s t r a c t  E x p r e s s i o n i s m .  

A s  a  m e m b e r  o f  T h e  C l u b  a n d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

A b s t r a c t  A r t i s t s  g r o u p ,  G o r d i n  p r o d u c e d  w o r k  

t h a t  r e f l e c t e d  h i s  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  A b - E x  

s c e n e .   I n  h i s  p a i n t i n g s  a n d  d r a w i n g s  o f  t h e  

1 9 4 0 s  a n d  1 9 5 0 s ,  h e  s y n t h e s i z e d  C u b i s t  a n d  

S u r r e a l i s t  s t y l e s  t o  c r e a t e  l y r i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  

o f  m o v e m e n t .  

I n  1 9 4 9 ,  G o r d i n  t u r n e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  s c u l p t u r e .   

C o m b i n i n g  h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  i n  d r a f t s m a n s h i p  

a n d  w e l d i n g ,  h e  w o r k e d  i n  t h r e e  s c u l p t u r a l  

s t y l e s :  a  g e o m e t r i c  f o r m a t  o f  i n t e r s e c t i n g  s t e e l  

p l a n e s ;  a  j a g g e d  s t y l e  o f  h a m m e r e d  b r o n z e ;  

a n d  a n  a r a b e s q u e  d e s i g n  o f  w e l d e d  i r o n  r o d s  

t h a t  s e e m  t o  s u g g e s t  d r a w i n g s  d o n e  i n  s p a c e .   

Tr a n s f o r m i n g  h i s  s t e a d y  i n k  l i n e  i n t o  f r e e -

f o r m e d  i r o n  w i r e s ,  t h e s e  “ a i r  d r a w i n g s ”  t a k e  o n  

s e m i - r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  f o r m s  i n  t h e i r  a c r o b a t i c  

a p p e a r a n c e .

G o r d i n  b e g a n  a  l i f e l o n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  

t h e  W h i t n e y  M u s e u m  o f  A m e r i c a n  A r t  w h e n  

t h e y  a c q u i r e d  a  m e t a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  

p e r m a n e n t  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  1 9 5 3 .

F o l l o w i n g  t e a c h i n g  s t i n t s  a t  b o t h  S a r a h  

L a w r e n c e  C o l l e g e  a n d  t h e  N e w  S c h o o l  f o r  

S o c i a l  R e s e a r c h  i n  N e w  Yo r k ,  G o r d i n  a c c e p t e d  

a  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r t  a t  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  B e r k e l e y  i n  1 9 5 8 .  



INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS, c. 1939

20 x 16 inches | oil on canvas over board 

from the estate

1-42, 1942

24.75 x 20.75 inches | acrylic on board

signed lower left

C o i n c i d i n g  w i t h  h i s  m o v e  t o  t h e  B a y  A r e a ,  

h e  b e g a n  t o  e m p l o y  w o o d  i n  h i s  s c u l p t u r e s ,  

e v e n t u a l l y  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  p a i n t e d  

r e l i e f s .   G o r d i n  u s e d  a  p r e d e t e r m i n e d  g r o u p  o f  

s h a p e s  a n d  a  s p o n t a n e o u s  c o l o r  p a l e t t e  i n  o r d e r  

t o  w h o l l y  e x p l o r e  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  

f o r m s .  I n  b o t h  h i s  t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l  r e l i e f s  

a n d  t w o - d i m e n s i o n a l  “ f l a t  p a i n t i n g s , ”  h e  u n i t e d  

t h e  c r i s p ,  d i s c i p l i n e d  l i n e  o f  h i s  C o n s t r u c t i v i s t  

h e r i t a g e  w i t h  t h e  e x p r e s s i v e  b r u s h w o r k  t h a t  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  B a y  A r e a  p a i n t i n g  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

F r o m  h i s  h u m b l e  b e g i n n i n g s  a t  B r o o k l y n  

Te c h n i c a l  H i g h  S c h o o l  t o  h i s  2 8  y e a r s  a s  

a  p r o f e s s o r  a t  U C  B e r k e l e y ,  G o r d i n  l e d  a  

s u p e r l a t i v e  c a r e e r  i n  b o t h  N e w  Yo r k  a n d  S a n  

F r a n c i s c o ,  w i t h  n u m e r o u s  m u s e u m  a n d  g a l l e r y  

e x h i b i t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n .  S u l l i v a n  G o s s -  

A n  A m e r i c a n  G a l l e r y  i s  p l e a s e d  t o  p r e s e n t  a  

l e g a c y  o f  R u s s i a n  a r t  i n  A m e r i c a  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  

r e t r o s p e c t i v e  o f  S i d n e y  G o r d i n ’s  C o n s t r u c t i v i s t  

c a r e e r  s i n c e  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 9 9 6 .

- D a n i e l l e  P e l t a k i a n ,  A r t  H i s t o r i a n



20-57, 1957

10 x 10 x 3 inches | welded bronze

 signed

19-57, 1957

10.25 x 9.5 x 4 inches | welded bronze

signed



45-58, 1958

11.5 x 19.5 x 4 inches | welded steel wire

signed



1-60, 1960    FEBRUARY 1964, 1964

13.5 x 12 x .25 inches | hammered bronze  36 x 22.5 x 2.5 inches | acrylic on wood with wood constructions

signed     signed lower right





NOVEMBER 1967, #4, 1967  NOVEMBER 1967, #1, 1967

39 x 39 inches | acrylic on board 60 x 48 inches | acrylic on wood with wood constructions

signed lower left   signed on back





JUNE 1968, 1968

42 x 36 inches | acrylic on board 

signed upper left   



23-80, 1980

38 x 32 inches | acrylic on board

signed lower left



8-81, 1981

32.5 x 24.5 x 3 inches | acrylic on wood with wood constructions

signed lower left



1-86, 1986

32 x 38 x 6 inches | acrylic on wood with wood constructions

signed on back



PUBLIC COLLECTIONS (selected)

Art Institute of Chicago, IL      Oakland Museum, CA

Baltimore Museum of Art, OH      Provincetown Art Association and Museum, MA

Brooklyn Museum, NY      St. Louis Museum of Art, MO

Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.    San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, CA

Newark Museum, NJ      Whitney Musuem of American Art, NY

EXHIBITION HISTORY (selected)

1951-52 Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY    1959, 1961-63, 1965 Dilexi Gallery, San Francisco, CA

1951-58, 1960-65 Grace Borgenicht Gallery, NY    1959 Denver Art Museum, CO

1952, 1954, 1959-60 Museum of Modern Art, NY    1959 Los Angeles County Museum of Art, CA

1952-63, ‘78, ‘80, ‘85, ‘89, 1991-93, ‘95 Whitney Museum of American Art, NY 1959-60 Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, MA

1954, 1962 Art Institute of Chicago, IL     1961 Scripps College, Claremont, CA

1954 Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, Philadelphia, PA   1961 Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, Hartford, CT

1955 Guggenheim Museum, NY     1962 Newark Museum, NJ

1955, 1959 Saint Louis Art Museum, MO    1962, 1968 M.H. DeYoung Memorial Museum, CA

1955-57, 1960-61 Riverside Art Museum, NY    1963, 1970-71, 1984-85 Oakland Museum, CA

1955, 1960, 1963-64, 1966-67, ‘69 San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, CA 1967 Berkeley Art Center, CA

1956 Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond, VI    1968, 1996 Portland Art Museum, OR

1957 Contemporary Arts Museum, Houston, TX    1981, ‘84, ‘88, 1990-91, ‘94, 2000 Gallery Paule Anglim, CA

1957 Yale University Art Gallery, New Haven, CT    1988 Terra Museum of American Art, Chicago, IL

1958 Brooklyn Museum, NY      1993-94 National Academy of Design, NY

1958-59, 1964-65, 1994 Provincetown Art Association and Museum, MA 1994 Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.
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