GALLERY PREVIEW: SANTA BARBARA

Toutes Les Fleurs

Sullivan Goss presents the largest selection of floral pastels

by tonalist Leon Dabo ever assembled

Through October 28

Sullivan Goss

7 E. Anapamu Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
t: (805) 730-1460
www.sullivangoss.com

hrough October 28, Sullivan Gaoss
presents its second solo exhibition
|!II'|.'|nI'|l the estate of noted wonalise
Leon Dabo, MA {1EG-1960), Tided
Leon Dabo: “Towtes Les Flewrs, the exhibat
fratures 20 picces, 16 of which are for
sile while the remaiming four are on loan
from private collections from New York 1o
Califorma

Towtes Les Flewrs represents the largest
selection of mystical Aoral pastels by
the French-born American artist ever
assembled—many of which have not been
seen since 1933, when Knoedler Gallery
mounted an exhibition of Dabo's Aoral
works. These vividly-colored lost works
wall ]lk{'l.‘_,-' surprise connoisseurs and
curators as Dabo was primarily known for
his darker, atmospheric tonalist pieces.

“It 1s suspected that he wanted to be
known for the tonal work, and theretore
did not show these, even to his friends,
until 1933—the middle of the Great
Depression—when his dealer, Knoedler,
was able to comvinee him they were the
pertect antidore to the difhiculties of the
day,” explains Frank Goss, gallery owner
and art historian, * The folks at Knoedler
were right. The show was so successiul
it receved more than a dozen glowing
reviews i New York and Brooklyn

newspapers.”

Leon Dabo (186419600, Are-e-Ciel, ca, 1916
Faste] on paper, 17% x 9% ., signed lower left.




Lean Dabo “Hf'n.-l— i'l‘hﬂ} Ahernaction A ver i Zhigriig, ca, 1915 aste] ovs paper, 1Ax12 i, '-.::.'.I:il.'-.l. Lomwet Iti.*lllll.
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Leon Dabo (1864=19600), Cogquelioon: Sanapes, ca, 195, Pastel on p iper, 1.3% % W4 in, signed lower leli,
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Leon |Ji||1n|.1 {ll":fr-l-t"]‘h[li_ Flovwrs i Blve ared Wieie | e, | RO Pasie] on paper, 2 x 20 1., '\IE.':IIt'\l.I. lowwer ledi

Images courtesy Sullivan Cioss

According to Goss, Dabo s “known
to have painted about 40 Aol pasiels
aned 70 i:|| .|-|| ."'|.|I il I|!|r Ir.:u.h'l\- m the
exhibation were i the Dabo estate as
it descended from family member to
friend over the 52 vears since Dabo's
death in 1960

Dabo's fine art carcer extended
over 80 years. He was a disnnguished
member of the Navonal Academy
of Design and, in 1911, he helped
found and became the chairman of

The Pastellisis—a group of Mew York

artists who were committed to the
medivm and its myriad possibilities
He also helped o organize the famous
1913 Armory Show: Interestingly, Dabo
did not exhibit any of his Horal |1.'|-lt'|-
in these shows, but rather presented
tonal pastel seascapes and landscapes,
several of which will be mcluded in
this exhibinon, Dabo panted unnl the
age of 90; he died at age 96 1In New
York City,

In conjunction with this exhibition,

Sullivan Goss s oflering a new

hardbound book The Pastels of Leon
Db that serves as a de Lacto catalogue
rassonme of Dalba’s |'L|\H'|\..mrllll
contributions by one of the nation’s
most eminent scholars in American

art hastory, Dr. Willham Gerdts, as

well as by Dir, Cody Hartley of the
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and
Giovss and fell o !_-;.llh-rlxr Mathan

Vank, The Pastels of Leon Dabo should
greatly enliven and enrich the growing
conversation about the life and work

of the artise, B
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